IFT FIRST Student Professional Development Request
July 12-15, 2026
McCormick Place | Chicago 

_____________________

Request Letter

[Date]

Re: Attending IFT FIRST 

Dear [Department Head/Professor's Name],

I'm requesting approval to attend IFT FIRST in Chicago, July 12-15. This is the leading food science and innovation expo, bringing together 15,500+ professionals from 80+ countries and 1,000+ exhibitors showcasing the latest innovations in food science and technology.

For the first time, all scientific programming will happen directly in the expo hall — creating seamless connections between research and real-world applications. I will have the opportunity to learn about cutting-edge science, then immediately explore real world solutions with exhibitors in one dynamic environment.

I plan to attend [insert specific sessions] which directly align with [department/research focus]. The knowledge and connections I gain will benefit [organization name] by [specific benefit/application].

Investment: [registration cost] + travel expenses

Key opportunities: 
· Scientific sessions on [your area of interest] 
· Direct access to 1,000+ exhibitors and cutting-edge food science solutions 
· Networking with global leaders in our field 
· Insights I can immediately apply to [specific project/coursework/research]

I'll share a comprehensive summary of key learnings upon my return.

Thank you for considering this professional development opportunity.

Sincerely, [Your name]

